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Isaiah 

Pathways of Discipleship Bible Survey 

Introduction to Biblical Prophecy 

 The Old Testament Prophets as “Watchmen” 

 We almost always think of them as just guys who talked about the future/predicted the future 

 They were always accurate, but OT prophecy is about a lot more than predicting the future 

 Foretelling vs. Forthtelling 

 Foretelling: predicting the future 

 Forthtelling: talking to the people of their day about the sin in their lives 

 Estimate that 2/3 of preaching of the prophets is forthtelling; many issues still exist today 

 Less than 2% of OT prophecy is messianic 

 Less than 5% describes the New Covenant Era 

 Less than 1% deals with events that are still yet future 

 Their basic function and role was to be a watchman for the people in the time they were living 

 Watchman stood on city wall and looked out over it to find when an enemy was approaching 

 Prophet used by God in the process of sending judgment; they warned the people that judgment was 

coming; confront society with their sin 

 Starting point for prophecy is Moses 

 Office of prophet modeled after role of Moses (Deut 18:17-22) 

 God says every generation will have a spokesman from God to speak His words 

 Must be an Israelite 

 Must speak in the name of the Lord 

 Must be consistent with everything revealed before 

 Must never tell you to worship false gods 

 Must be 100% accurate and true 

 Prophet s to Israel  Prophet s to Jud ah  

ASSYRIAN 
PERIOD 

Jonah (785–775) 

Amos (760–750) 

Hosea (750–715) 

Isaiah (740–681) 
Micah (735–690) 

BABYLONIAN PERIOD 

 Zephaniah (630–620) 
Nahum (630) 

Habakkuk (620) 
Jeremiah (627–580) 

Obadiah (600?) 
Ezekiel (593–570) 

PERSIAN 
(POST EXILIC) 

PERIOD 

 Haggai (520) 
Zechariah (520–518) 

Joel (500?) 
Malachi (450–430) 
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 The prophetic message in light of the covenant 

 God wants to reach the world, but you have to turn back to him before that will happen 

 You have sinned and broken the covenant 

 You need to repent and turn from your sin 

 If there is no repentance, then there will be judgment (exile) 

 After the judgment, there will be restoration 

 The major issues in the preaching of the prophets 

 Problem of idolatry; things that were put in the place of God; not given total allegiance and commitment to 

God 

 Problem of false worship; just going through the motions; you’re going through the rituals, but your heart 

isn’t right with God; issue wasn’t the rituals, but needed to be done with right heart 

 Problem of social injustice; people were mistreating each other; if you have a relationship with God, it will 

be reflected in the relationships of the society 

 The prophets’ message concerning God 

 They don’t speak to inform out intellect, but to touch our emotions 

 Not like systematic theologians 

 Purpose wasn’t to inform, but to confront people about their lifestyle 

 Wanted them to feel and experience the message, listen and take it seriously 

 Speak in poetry instead of prose 

 The prophets’ message concerning the people 

 Terms that speak of our extreme sinfulness 

 Trying to confront us with the type of people we are so that we will change 

 Some basic rules for interpreting Old Testament prophetic literature  

 Identify where the individual ―oracle‖ begins and ends 

 Thus says the Lord 

 Deal with that as a unit, not pulling individual verses out of it 

 Determine historical setting and context of prophecy if possible 

 Analyze the prophecy in light of its surrounding literary context 

 Most of the time the message will be connected to its overall context 

 Analyze the poetry 

 Determine if the passage is foretelling or forthtelling 

 If foretelling, what parts of the passage have already been fulfilled and what elements are unfulfilled? 

 Remember that prophecies can have more than one fulfillment (often a near fulfillment and a far 

fulfillment) 

 Determine if the NT explains or expounds on how a prophecy is fulfilled or how a prophecy points 

specifically to Christ 
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ISAIAH 

Title and Meaning 

 Derives its title from the author, whose name means ―The Lord is salvation‖; name is similar to others: 

Joshua, Elisha, and Jesus 

Author & Date 

 Traditional view is that Isaiah wrote it all 

 Critical view focuses on the differences between the sections (either two or three), and claim that there were at 

least two (or three) authors 

 The issues involved in the debate 

 The different subject matter and time span in 1–39 and 40–66 

 40-66 talks about Babylonian exile as if it’s already happened 

 How could he know all these things? 

 Conditions of exile (63:18; 64:10-11) 

 Identifies Babylon as place of exile (48:20) 

 Fall of Babylon is imminent (47:1-3) 

 Refers to Cyrus by name (44:28; 45:1,13) 

 The prophecies about Cyrus the Great (cf. 44:28; 45:1) 

 Cyrus will be the ruler God uses to bring His people back home 

 Differences in theology 

 1-39 

 Judgment 

 Messiah 

 40-66 

 Salvation 

 Servant 

 Differences in style and vocabulary 

 Response to critical position and defense of traditional view 

 Arguments based on style and vocabulary 

 Different vocabulary used because of different subject matter 

 Certain words and phrases describe judgment and salvation 

 Differences in theology 

 Based upon what the prophet wanted to emphasize at that point in the book 

 The issue of predictive prophecy 

 All throughout the Bible there are instances of predictive prophecy 

 1 Kings 13:1-2; 930 BC; Josiah prophesied but came almost 300 years later 

 Isaiah 24-27 
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 Daniel 7-11 

 Ezekiel 37-48 

 Zechariah 8-13 

 Real issue is whether we will accept the Bible for what it claims to be 

 The relevance of 40–66 to an 8th century B.C. audience 

 Beginning to suffer at hands of foreign oppressors; ultimately God’s people win; being able to trust 

God’s future faithfulness helps them trust His present faithfulness 

 Need to be assured of God’s future victory 

 God’s promise to Abraham deals with distant future (Gen 15:12-15) 

 Daniel’s 70 Weeks (9:24-27) dealing with God’s ultimate triumph in the distant future (Revelation) 

 The Lord’s ability to announce the future before it happens (cf. 40:21; 41:4, 21–29; 42:12–13; 44:6–8, 

24–28; 45:11–13) 

 The reason you can trust God to do what He promised is because He is announcing them before they 

happen 

 If this is just prophecy after the fact, it strips the theological significance of this argument 

 The textual evidence  

 No textual evidence that has ever supported separate authors 

 No break in Isaiah scroll at Qumran at the end of 39 

 LXX divided other books into two (Samuel, Kings) but not Isaiah 

 The sins and social concerns in Isaiah 40–66 

 Same as in the first half 

 Idolatry (44; 57:3-13) 

 Social injustice (54:4-9; 58:5-7) 

 Reference to idolatry is important because exile cured them of idolatry; dealing with sins of 8th century, 

not the post-exilic period 

 Geography and setting of the second half of the book 

 Jerusalem 

 Mountains 

 Seas 

 Trees of Palestine (wood for idols) 

 Lebanon 

 Lands made fertile by rain 

 Describe someone familiar with Palestine, not Babylon as if someone were living there while writing it 

 The problem of anonymity in Isaiah 40–66 

 Why was name not recorded if he was that important? 

 Other prophets who had small books had their names on it 

 If there’s a separate prophet, why was his name excluded 

 The New Testament attributes passages from both sections of the book to the prophet Isaiah (cf. Matthew 

3:3; Acts 28:25; Romans 9:27–29; 10:16, 20).  John 12:37–41 quotes from both Isaiah 53:1 and 6:10 and 

attributes both texts to the prophet Isaiah.   
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 Jesus quotes both halves and attributes both of them to Isaiah 

 Huge 

 Thematic and lexical parallels between Isaiah 1–39 and 40–66 

 Holy One of Israel 

 12 times in 1-39 

 13 times in 40-66 

 Israel as ―blind and deaf‖ 

 29:18; 35:15 

 42:7, 16, 18, 19; 43:8; 52:19 

 The Lord raises a ―banner‖ for dispersed Israel 

 11:12 

 49:22 

 Wolf, lion, lamb as symbols of peace 

 11:6,9 

 66:25 

Background 

 Isaiah the Prophet 

 Was  Judean (probably from Jerusalem) 

 Ministry may have begun in the final years of Uzziah’s reign; extended at least from the year of Uzziah’s 

death through the years of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah (740-701 B.C.); tradition says Isaiah’s ministry 

lasted into the reign of Manasseh (696-642 BC) 

 Isaiah may have been related to Uzziah, since he had access to the king 

 Married a prophetess and had two sons 

 Isaiah was a contemporary of Hosea and Micah 

 Tradition holds that he was martyred under King Manasseh by being cut in two with a wooden saw 

 God revealed himself to Isaiah in the year Uzziah died; the people had forgotten who the real king was, 

believing their success depended on their human rulers; Isaiah saw the Lord high and lifted up 

 Isaiah the book 

 Style of writing is versatile in expression, imagery, and vocabulary 

 Over 2,000 different words (Ezekiel—1,500 +; Jeremiah—1,600 +; Psalms—2,100 +) 

 Historical Background 

 During the reign of Uzziah, Judah became a strong commercial and military state, but there was also 

significant spiritual decline 

 Jotham, son of Uzziah, took over before his father’s death (Uzziah was judged with leprosy) 

 During reign of Jotham, Assyria (under Tiglath-Pileser) emerged as the dominant power; Judah also 

incurred opposition from Israel and Syria (both in the north) 

 Ahaz was next king; though Israel and Syrian formed an alliance to combat Assyria, Ahaz refused to join; war 

resulted between Judah and Israel/Syria; Ahaz allied with Assyria, which took much of Israel captive 
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 Hezekiah followed in 715 B.C. and focused on reformation; he was forced to pay heavy tribute to Assyria in 

exchange for peace; ruler of Babylon offered a union with Judah against Assyria; Assyria eventually 

weakened from internal strife and Hezekiah refused to pay further tribute; Assyria surrounded Jerusalem, 

but fell to sudden disaster when Hezekiah refused to surrender 

Structure of Book 

 Distinct difference between 1-39 and 40-66 

 Judgment (1:1-35:10) 

 Prophecies concerning Judah and Jerusalem (1:1-12:6) 

 Oracles of Judgment and salvation (13:1-14:27) 

 Redemption of Israel through world judgment (24:1-27:13) 

 Warnings against alliance with Egypt (28:1-25:10) 

 Historical Interlude (36:1-39:8) 

 Sennacherib’s attempt to capture Jerusalem (36:1-37:38) 

 Hezekiah’s sickness and recovery (38:1-22) 

 Babylonian emissaries to Jerusalem (29:1-8) 

 Salvation (40:1-66:24) 

 Deliverance from captivity (40:1-48:22) 

 Sufferings of the Servant of the Lord (49:1-52:!2) 

 Future glory of God’s people (58:1-66:24) 

Themes in Isaiah 

 Isaiah 1–12:  The Judgment and Salvation of Israel.   

 Alternates messages of judgment and salvation.  Some of the most important messianic texts in the Old 

Testament are found in this section.   

 Isaiah’s messages of judgment 

 Isaiah 5:1-7—song of the vineyard 

 Parable about the relationship between God and Israel 

 God has done everything he could possibly do 

 Blessed them in every way possible 

 Problem is that Israel has been unfaithful 

 He’s going to judge because of their unfaithfulness 

 Isaiah’s promises of salvation and the coming Messiah 

 Isaiah 7:14; Immanuel 

 Who is this talking about? 

 Matthew 1 says birth of Jesus is a fulfillment of this passage 

 There is also another child in view 

 Both immediate and ultimate fulfillment 

 V. 15-16; a child will be born in the day of the prophet himself, as a sign to the king 
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 Before the child is old enough to know right from wrong, Syria and Israel will no longer be a threat 

 Isaiah 8 echoes it  

 What about virgin birth? 

 Virgin is a flexible term that can mean young woman 

 That’s Isaiah’s son 

 Jesus fulfills it in a greater way; NT word for virgin means virgin 

 Isaiah 9; child born; Ultimate fulfillment; Messiah 

 Isaiah 11; branch from Jesse; Israel in God’s judgment will be cut down to a stump, and out of that 

comes a shoot through which God will restore 

 Isaiah 13–23:  Judgment and the Nations.   

 God will judge all nations, even the nations of Egypt, Assyria, and Babylon that appear to be supremely 

powerful in the days of Isaiah.  Isaiah 13–23 gives a list of judgment speeches against the nations that 

surround Judah. 

 Meant to assure Israel that God will judge their enemies 

 Meant to emphasize that God is the God of all nations and will judge all people 

 Meant to warn people to avoid alliances with these people in an effort to get out of this crisis 

 Even Jerusalem is included, showing the people they are not as secure as they believe 

 Isaiah 24–27:  “The Little Apocalypse” – Judgment and the Kingdom.  

  Focuses on the universal judgment leading to the establishment of God’s kingdom on earth.  

 Judgment of the world at the end of time 

 Isaiah 28–35:  Death to Unfaithful Israel and a Promise for the Future.   

 A series of ―woe‖ (death) messages against those who are trusting in political alliances and military strength 

for security (cf. 28:1; 29:1, 15; 30:1; 31:1; 33:1), contrasted with the ultimate promise of God’s kingdom 

of peace and blessing to those who trust in him (32:1–8; 35:1–10).   

 Woe was a lament over the dead person 

 Isaiah was telling them that if they didn’t turn back to God, they were as good as dead 

 Specific issue was that they were trusting in their alliances with other nations and had stopped trusting in the 

Lord 

 Isaiah 36–39:  The Hezekiah Narratives.   

 The Assyrian crisis is resolved in Judah as Hezekiah puts his trust in the Lord and Jerusalem is delivered from 

Sennacherib and the Assyrian army.   

 Bridge from Judgment to salvation 

 Isaiah 40–48:  the Promise of Restoration from Babylon  

 Isaiah looks to the future; there will be a time when God delivers you and brings you back from exile 

 Isaiah 49–55:  The Servant and Israel’s Restoration  

 Israel’s real problem wasn’t just that they were in Babylon and needed a military deliverer;  

 Their real problem was spiritual; the Servant: Jesus Christ comes to solve Israel’s spiritual problem 

 The Identity of the ―Servant‖ 

 has some function as prophet, priest, king; in a sense, he’s all of those things; they are looking forward 

to an individual who will be their deliverer 
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 The term ―servant‖ 

 Honored title; Two individuals referred to as servant of the Lord: Moses and David 

 Not a slave 

 Suffers for Israel so that Israel can be restored 

 The ―servant‖ as Israel 

 In some places, Israel is called the servant of the Lord 

 Israel is the servant of the Lord because they were given the responsibility to proclaim and show 

God’s glory to the nations 

 They did a poor job as the servant of the Lord 

 They spent their time chasing after other gods, instead of glorifying God 

 The ―servant‖ as an individual 

 The Servant starts out as a nation but ultimately becomes an individual who will restore the nation 

 Jesus is identified with Israel, as the embodiment of it, their representative; his mission is to save 

Israel so they can proclaim God’s glory to the nations 

 The failure of Israel makes it necessary for God to send an individual servant that will save and 

restore his people and that’s the function of Jesus  

 The suffering of the servant and the restoration of Israel 

 Innocent 

 The suffering of the individual servant restores the corporate servant 

 Isaiah 56–66 and the Coming Kingdom of God:  The Promise of a New Heavens and a New Earth 

 The kingdom will be so great that sometimes Isaiah cannot literally describe what it will be like, so he 

describes it as a reversal of the present; may not be completely literal; will be a reversal of every negative 

thing we know now 

 No more sorrow and suffering (65:18-19) 

 No more untimely death (65:20) 

 In some sense, Isaiah is saying that the effects of the Fall as we experience them now will not be 

experienced in the future; God will destroy death 

 No more covenant curses (65:21-22) 

 No more futility and tragedy (65:23) 

 No more limitation to God’s presence (65:24) 

 No more disharmony in nature and no more effects of the Fall (65:25) 

 

Resources 

John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Handbook 
Zondervan Handbook to the Bible 
Lasor, Hubbard, and Bush: Old Testament Survey 
Longman and Dillard: An Introduction to the Old Testament 
Lecture Notes from Liberty Theological Seminary, Dr. Gary Yates 
Holman Illustrated Study Bible 
 


